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LARGEST FUNDRAISING MEDICAL 
RESEARCH CHARITY IN THE WORLD

LARGEST FUNDER OF CANCER 
RESEARCH IN EUROPE

AN ANNUAL INVESTMENT OF 
APPROX. $600M IN CANCER 
RESEARCH

THE MONEY WE RAISE IS SPENT ON 
RESEARCH, INFORMATION, 
ADVOCACY AND PUBLIC POLICY

WE ARE ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY 
FUNDED THROUGH PUBLIC 
DONATIONS

WE FUND 45% OF CANCER 
RESEARCH ACTIVITY IN THE UK



OUR AMBITION 
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Our vision is to bring forward the day when all cancers 
are cured.

1970 2010 IN THE NEXT
20 YEARS

Over the last 40 years, cancer survival
rates in the UK have doubled – in the

1970s just a quarter of people survived,
today that figure is half

We want to accelerate progress and
see three quarters of patients surviving

the disease within the next 20 years



WE ARE FOCUSING OUR RESEARCH INVESTMENTS TO ACHIEVE THIS 
AMBITION
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Early detection
research

Cancers of
substantial
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Basic 
understanding
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innovation
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medicine



CRUK PRIORITY IN EARLY DETECTION (EDx) RESEARCH

1970

2010

IN THE NEXT 20 YEARS

Early detection is crucial 
for achieving 3 in 4 

people surviving cancer

Most existing therapies
work better when

used earlier in
disease course

Survival rates for many 
cancers improve dramatically 

when disease is detected 
earlier

Understanding the 
biology of early 

cancer (and pre-cancer) 
may also underpin target ID, 

precision medicine and 
prevention 
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10 year relative survival for colorectal 
cancers by stage of diagnosis (%)





CHALLENGES TO THE EDx FIELD

Fragmented
Expertise

Lack of Knowledge
Exchange

Few Institutions
Prioritise

Poor Industry
Engagement

Lack of Visibility
And Identity

Bio- and tech-
Complexity Lack of Scale



KEY PRIORITIES
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Discovery and translational research with line of sight to clinical and population implementation



Cancer early detection 
does not have an 
established identity or 
research community.  

CRUK can act to foster 
this, drawing together 
relevant expertise to 
create a sustainable 
research field.



International Collaboration in EDx Research

EDx Sandpit 
Workshops

Grand Challenge

CRUK IS BUILDING TO A MAJOR PROGRAMME OF INVESTMENT IN A 
MULTIFACETED APPROACH TO TACKLE CHALLENGES IN EDx RESEARCH 

CRUK-OHSU Early Detection of 
Cancer Conference
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A Road Map for EDx

EDx Project and Programme 
Awards

HARP/ISCF???


